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Literature Discussion and Critiques
Literature Discussion/News&Views Objective: To learn how to use scientific literature to learn new scientific concepts and communicate them to a broad audience

Science advances only through critical evaluation of data, interpretation of that data and communication of the findings within and beyond the scientific community. All new knowledge in science must undergo this crucial vetting process and new scientists or those who will use science must be able to participate in this vetting process. 

Each week, each student in the course will read and participate in discussion of a paper that is relevant to the particular week’s lecture topic. 25 points of the literature discussion points will be allocated to evaluating each student’s participation over the semester. For full participation, students should come prepared with knowledge of all the major terms in the paper, understanding of the overall concept(s) and importance, criticism of the data and it’s interpretation and questions about techniques and concepts not easily found on the web. 

From the 14 papers discussed throughout the semester, each student will pick five papers (15 points each for 75 total points) to write a one to two page “news and views” (for examples see nature.com and go to research and then news & views). These news and views writings should be written to a scientifically educated, but general audience, summarize and explain the key points of the paper and describe how the paper might (or did) impact its field of research. 
